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Finding Legislative Intent



Agenda

• Legislative Intent of a federal law

• Legislative Intent of a federal regulation

• Coming into Force



Scenario: Law

Source: Globe and Mail http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/ottawa-study-praising-faint-hope-clause-for-murderers-never-released/article1322268/

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/ottawa-study-praising-faint-hope-clause-for-murderers-never-released/article1322268/


What we know

• What: 

– “Faint Hope” Clause of Criminal Code

– 1st and 2nd degree murderers eligible for early parole 
after 15 years

• When:

– Created same year the death penalty was abolished 
in Canada (1976)

– Repealed by Bill S-6 before May 2011



Following the Breadcrumbs

Source: Lala Gallardo on Flickr



The Repeal

• Media search

• Government website search

• LegisInfo

• Parliamentary documents (i.e. debates, journals, 
committee evidence)

http://www.parl.gc.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&Mode=1&billId=4445038
http://www.parl.gc.ca/
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The Creation

• Print Hansard (Debates)

• Print Committee Evidence

• Canadian Parliamentary Historical Resources

http://parl.canadiana.ca/


Hansard (Debates)



Committee Evidence



Regulations
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Scenario: Regulation

Source: CBC News: http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/trudeau-government-misfires-on-promised-gun-marking-measures-1.3445444

http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/trudeau-government-misfires-on-promised-gun-marking-measures-1.3445444


What We Know

• What:

– A regulation entitled Firearms Marking Regulations is 
not yet in force

• When: Made in 2004 (SOR/2004-275)



What can we find out about its 
creation?

• Justice Laws Website

• Canada Gazette: Part II

• Canada Gazette: Part I

• Debates and other Parliamentary Papers?

– In certain cases

Regulatory Analysis 

Impact Statement (RAIS)

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2004-275/page-1.html
http://www.gazette.gc.ca/archives/part2-archives-partie2-eng.html
http://www.gazette.gc.ca/archives/part1-archives-partie1-eng.html
http://www.parl.gc.ca/


Coming Into Force

• ‘Coming into Force’ is the date that the legislation, or 
part of it, becomes enforceable.
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